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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 14th September 2026, 7.25pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald                       

	 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                   

	 
	Cllr Jamie Halliwell               	   

	 
	Cllr William Yates            

	 
	Cllr Phil Holmes	              

	 
	Cllr Peter Auwerx 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.37pm
	



1. Apologies – Apologises from Cllr Fogarty and Cllr Evans
2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – None
3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – August Minutes signed off. Clerk will upload the minutes onto the website.
4. Statutory Business 
4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

Planning Application – 26/00784/FUL – Proposal: Siting of 2no. portacabins (stacked) Location: Unit L Low Mill Industrial Estate Whittle le Woods Chorley PR6 7DJ
Update: No Comment 

5. Financial items 
5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Cllrs Approved all payments 

5.2      Bank Reconcile sign off
Resolved: August banking all reconciled for all banks. Chair signed off.



5.3     Grants
Update: Clerk explained to the councillor’s, she had been contacted by a resident asking could they have one of the old village signs that were replaced by the new ones. The Clerk explained that the resident offered a donation of money so this could help within the community of Whittle le Woods. The Clerk explained she asked Cllr Briscoe if any of the old signs where still available, and Cllr Briscoe confirmed that the one at The Dog Inn pub was still at the location and had not been taken down. The clerk contacted the resident and explained he could have the sign but would need to make arrangements to take the sign out of the ground and remove it himself. The resident was more than happy to do this, but would just need a week to arrange a van. The Clerk explained the resident will pay the donation to Whittle le Woods Parish Bank account.
The Clerk had spoken to the Chair Cllr Fogarty regarding this, and he confirmed that the money would help the Beehive Mother and Toddler Group. The Clerk confirmed she will speak with the owner of the Beehive Mother and Toddler Group and tell her about the donation and will send the money across to the group once its received.

6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth/community shelter
Update: The Clerk explained to councillors that herself and Cllr Fogarty had met with Bernie Heggarty at the site where the Community Shelter is being proposed, so this project could start to progress again. The Clerk explained the meeting was positive and the project will be funded by Chorley Council.  Whittle le Woods Parish Council will continue to run and direct the project, and maintain the community shelter once completed, but Bernie Heggarty will need to follow a few processes first before we can proceed.
The Chair and Clerk explained to Bernie Heggarty that the project was in full support from the police and we had already received a grant from the police, to fund the lighting.
Bernie Heggarty explained that due to receiving a concern from a resident, that we need to make sure that we are keep all documentation to promote the fact that the community shelter is going to be a positive project for the community.
Bernie Heggarty asked the Clerk to email him a paragraph, explaining why the Council of Whittle le Woods originally wanted to provide the village of Whittle le Woods with a community shelter, the Clerk confirmed she had emailed this to Bernie.
The Clerk also explained that Bernie Heggarty was aware that the police force had changed around Chorley, and he was struggling to contact the PC who the council spoke with originally supporting the project. Bernie Heggarty said he would email them to get confirmation of everything regarding their support. The Clerk told Bernie Heggarty that we had an email from the police officer and she would get Cllr Briscoe to send it to her so it could be forwarded on.
The Clerk explained Bernie Heggarty would gather all this information together and put a letter together. He would post this to the houses facing the location of the community shelter and then he would upload it onto the Chorley Council website. He also asked if the Clerk would put it on our socials. The Clerk confirmed she would get it uploaded.

Bernie Heggarty said he would hopefully have something within 2 weeks. The Clerk will continue to chase if she does not hear anything.

6.2     Defibrillators updated for September– are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllrs confirmed all checks are up to date.

6.3     Additional Defibrillators in Whittle le Woods
Update – The Clerk explained to the councillors that the Chair had not had chance to speak with the bakery regarding having a defibrillator on their premises, due to having other issues to deal with. The Clerk confirmed she would go and speak to them regarding this.

6.4    Newsletter
Update –  The Clerk explained to the councillors that she had started producing the new newsletter with The Print Quarter in Chorley. The Clerk explained she had received interest from companies within Whittle le Woods that were asking to advertise within the newsletter for the charge of a small fee. A lot of the companies had advised they would like to advertise in advance of Christmas so they can promote their business. The Clerk explained to the councillors that we need to get the draft completed as soon as we possible, so we can get the newsletter out in the first week in October. The Clerk explained that she had been informed by The Print Quarter that she will receive the draft copy this week and then the Clerk will email the draft out to all councillors for comments. The Clerk would need any amendments back the following week so then the newsletter can go be printed.
Cllr Yates was concerned that he wanted to ask Whittle le Woods playing field for a write up and was concerned it was not enough time. The Clerk explained if we do not get it out by the date suggested, some companies will not advertise because it does not give them enough time before Christmas and we would then potentially lose the money which would help to fund the newsletter. The Clerk explained that she needs to give Royal Mail enough notice due to the current lead times they are working to. 

6.5     Dark Lane HGV Signage
Update: The Clerk explained that she had emailed Lancashire County Council highways department regarding the concerns from local residents on the number of HGV’S using Dark Lane in Whittle le Woods. She explained to the highways department that residents had witnessed incidents on numerous occasions involving HGV’s, knocking down signage and being very close to the footpath. The Clerk explained that she had requested more signage on Dark Lane at both ends stating No HGV’s. The Clerks is awaiting a response from highways.





6.6      Mile Marker
Update: The Clerk explained to the councillors that she had received an email from a resident complimenting the new village entry signs within Whittle le Woods and how attractive they looked. The resident asked if the Mile Marker adjacent to the Gorse Close Junction on Blackburn Road could be cleaned up. Cllr Briscoe said he would go and try to clean it up and make it look better. Cllr Briscoe explained it was the build-up of rust.

6.7    Parish Council Policies
Update: The Clerk asked councillors to look at a further two policies which have been updated to that they can be to uploaded on to the website. The Clerk confirmed she will continue to send two policies out a week before the meeting to all councillors, so they can  review ahead of the council meeting. All councillors were happy with the policies. The Clerk will update the website.

6.8   National Salary Award
Update: The Clerk confirmed to all Councillors that the National Salary Award for local government services has officially agreed to a 3.3% pay rise for council and school support staff across England, Wales and Northern Ireland for 2026/2027 financial year. The pay increase is to be back dated to the 1st April 2026. The Clerk explained this will be paid in September pay.

6.9   Inpost Update
Update: The Clerk explained to the Councillors that she had emailed the Enforcement Officer at Chorley Council regarding the Inpost Locker located on The Red Cat car park to ask if it required planning permission. The Enforcement Officer confirmed it does require planning permission because it is on the premises of a Public House. He confirmed a letter had been sent to the property, and he would update the Clerk on the progress of this. The Clerk confirmed she would update Councillors at the next council meeting with any progress.

6.10   Hillside Crescent Verges
Update: The Clerk explained that she had emailed Lancashire Council highways regarding the Hillside Crescent Verges reported by the residents. The Clerk confirmed highways had responded and said this needs to be logged on the Love Clean Streets Portal. The Clerk confirmed it has been logged, but had not had a response from them. The Clerk confirmed she will chase and hopefully provide an update at the next council meeting. 







7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – The Clerk explained that she had received an email from a farmer regarding a sign that had been erected on his land. The Clerk explained she had contacted Cllr Briscoe regarding the sign and Cllr Briscoe confirmed that he would get the sign removed as soon as possible. The Clerk updated the farmer. Cllr Briscoe confirmed the sign that had removed has now been situated on Moss Lane. Cllr Briscoe said that he had been approached by a resident regarding way marker signs. Cllr Briscoe asked the councillors if he could purchase some of these. Cllr Briscoe proposed, Cllr McDonald seconded this.
Cllr Briscoe expressed how happy he was that the Town Lane bench was in place and being used by residents and people passing by. Cllr Briscoe said he had joined people sitting on the bench and had a lot of nice conversations.
Cllr Auwerx told the councillors that he had attended the landfill meeting at Chorley Council. Cllr Auwerx said it is a mess and there has been trouble with planning and the environment. There are stored bails of plastic in the field. Cllr Auwerx will ask at the next meeting why this is allowed. Cllr Auwerx confirmed there had been complaints from residents.
Cllr Auwerx said he had spoken to someone regarding planning, but the company keeps changing, Cllr Auwerx said something does not seem right.
Cllr Yates said it was sad that you could no longer see Blackpool from there with all the new buildings now in place. 
Cllr Holmes confirmed the back room of the village hall is still very hot. Cllr Holmes has spoken to the trustees and they will discuss at the next meeting about the possible introduction of air conditioning. Cllr Holmes will provide an update.
Cllr Yates confirmed the Hillside Crescent sign had still not turned up. The Clerk will look into a new one.
Cllr McDonald explained that a kissing gate would be beneficial on the Carwood footpath near the stables. Cllr McDonald explained this would stop people going in and out. The Clerk will put on the agenda for next month to discuss this further.
Cllr McDonald asked if we could fund another skip day using CIL funds, then we can do more than just one skip day, due to the success of the event in August. Cllr McDonald asked the Clerk to find out how much a skip would be. The Clerk confirmed she would have the cost at the next meeting.
Cllr McDonald confirmed Lorraine from the scouts group will complete a write up about the funday for the winter newsletter.
Cllr McDonald asked the other councillors about the Christmas light switch on. Cllr McDonald confirmed the date of the Christmas light switch on would be Sunday 6th December 2026.
Cllr McDonald said we will need to organise the mulled wine and mince pies for the Christmas light switch on. The Clerk said she could purchase the wine and mince pies from wholesale, however, Cllr Briscoe confirmed it is cheaper to buy them from the supermarkets. Cllr Yates expressed his concern about keeping the mulled wine warm. Cllr Yates asked the councillors would ex councillors Barbara and Peter Higham keep the mulled wine warm for us. Cllr McDonald confirmed they had declined to do it. 
Cllr Holmes asked if we could change and buy Sherry instead to save the hassle of keeping the mulled wine warm. 
Cllr McDonald confirmed that the Top Lock bin had been taken, the wooden one. 
Cllr McDonald asked if we could send ex Cllrs Barbara and Peter Higham a bouquet of flowers for their service as parish councillors, and could we write a letter thanking them. 
The Clerk will organise the flowers and the Clerk will ask Cllr Fogarty to write a letter.
Cllr McDonald asked the Clerk to write a letter to the three young girls in Whittle le Woods arish who had been fund raising for St Catherines Hospice, to ask if they would turn the  Christmas lights on.
Cllr Yates, asked when is the war memorial meeting. The Clerk confirmed she would find out and email Cllr Yates the date and time.

7.1    Road Safety 
Update: 
Cllr Briscoe asked if traffic wardens give tickets on zigzag lines? Cllr Briscoe also asked could we have a word with PC Lauren Murphy? Cllr Evans confirmed at the August meeting that PC Lauren Murphy had left her role. Cllr Evans also confirmed all the police have been moved to other areas that were previously in the Whittle le Woods area in August meeting. Cllr Evans said we needed to have the same Police in the area.
Cllr Evans asked the Clerk to inform the other councillors in his absence how disappointed he was that the lines were not going to be sorted before the children go back to school.
The Chair said we need to get agreement from highways before we can do anything.

8.     Any Other Business:
Update: None to report 

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 

10.    Exclusion of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.





10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 8:20pm
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